
Document Analysis 

 

We have put together this set of documents from the Harbor History Museum collection to 

help further your historical investigations and enhance your units of study. We recommend 

using them with the materials from the National Archives about teaching with documents: 

• Understanding Perspective in Primary Sources 

• Analyze a Written Document    

 

World War II: Fear of Invasion 

Grade level: 9th – 12th  

 

Documents: 

• “Tacoma Civilian Defense Air Raid Wardens” information 

• “Air Raids” instructions poster 

• “If a Fire Bomb Hits the House” informational poster supplement  

• “This is a V Home” window poster 

• “Jap Hunting License” 

• “Instructions to All Persons of Japanese Ancestry” notice 

• “Notice of Classification” for Charles Walter Coffin 

• “Ask Florence Hale: The Editor’s Answers to her Correspondents” 
 

Discussion questions for after analyzing the documents: 

• What can you tell about the thoughts and feelings of people on the homefront in 

Washington during WWII from these documents? 

• How can you connect these documents to events, thoughts, feelings, etc. today? How 

does what they express shape or affect current issues? 

• What did you learn about perspective through investigating these documents? 

• How does cultural or civic identity factor into these documents? 

• What is the significance of these documents? Why do we study them? 

• What more would you like to know that relates to these documents? 

 

Further investigation: 

• Causes and effects of the actions reflected in these documents. 

• WWII homefront life and air raid preparation. 

• WWII Japanese American incarceration and discrimination. 

• Selective Service and the draft. 

 

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/understanding-perspective-worksheet.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf


 



 



“Tacoma Civilian Defense Air Raid Wardens” information 
John Taylor, Chief Air Raid Warden 
Sixth District Legislative Federation 
1942-1945 
Harbor History Museum Collection 2019.009.008 
During WWII the government called upon civilians to organize their neighbors to be prepared 
for an air attack by the enemy. There was a chain of command for the wardens that eventually 
reported to the US Office of Civilian Defense in Washington, D.C.



 



“Air Raids” instructions poster 
Washington State Defense Council 
1942-1944 
Harbor History Museum Collection 2019.004.003 
During WWII, the government and the people of the West Coast were very worried that the 
Japanese would attack here, as they had Hawaii.



 
 

“If a Fire Bomb Hits the House” informational poster supplement for a previous “Air Raids” 
poster 
Washington State Defense Council and Tacoma War Council 
Distributed as part of the V-Home Campaign 
April 1943 
Harbor History Museum Collection 2019.009.003  







“This is a V Home” window poster 
US Government Printing Office 
Washington State Defense Council 
1943 
Harbor History Museum Collection 2019.009.005 
Not only did the government want citizens to be prepared for an air attack, they also wanted to 
ensure support for the war effort. Displaying this poster would encourage others to make these 
preparations and signal their agreement with the included pledge to the fight for freedom.



 
 
“Jap Hunting License” 
Not an official license created by the government, but created by private citizens, using a racial 
slur. 
Frank and Mike 
1941 
Harbor History Museum Collection 2019.009.001 
Hysteria after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, HI, December 7, 1941, revealed serious anti-
Japanese racism. 
 





“Instructions to All Persons of Japanese Ancestry” notice 
Orders for all persons of Japanese ancestry living in Pierce County to report to the City Hall 
Auditorium in Puyallup WA on May 11 or 12. 
J. L. DeWitt, Lieutenant General, U.S. Army 
Western Defense Command and Fourth Army Wartime Civil Control Administration 
Presidio of San Francisco, CA 
May 10, 1942 
Harbor History Museum Collection 2019.004.004 
On February 19, 1942, President Franklin Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, which gave 
the Army the power to create “military areas …from which any or all persons may be excluded." 
This resulted in the Army removing 110,000 Japanese Americans living on the West Coast from 
their homes and sending them to inland concentration camps. The government closed the 
camps at the end of the war in 1945. 
For more information on this grave injustice, its causes and repercussions, please visit 
densho.org. 

https://densho.org/


 



“Ask Florence Hale: The Editor’s Answers to her Correspondents” 
Advice column from The Grade Teacher.  
May 1943, vol. LX no. 9. 
Harbor History Museum Collection 1993.005.001 
The Grade Teacher was “the professional magazine for classroom teachers of all grades.” 
Teachers found instilling patriotism in their students very important during wartime and 
emotions ran very high. Unfortunately, this often resulted in stereotyping and condemning 
entire nations and/or races of people.



 
 

 
“Notice of Classification” for Charles Walter Coffin 
Selective Service Local Board No. 3 Tacoma City 
January 22, 1944 
Harbor History Museum Collection 2019.025.014 
On September 16, 1940, the country enacted its first peacetime draft. It required that all men 
register with the Selective Service. The government could then call up the men to serve in the 
armed forces. More than 10 million men were inducted into service during WWII. Charles 
Coffin’s classification as 2-A means that his conscription was deferred in support of national 
health, safety, or interest. In this case because he worked for the US Merchant Marine. 


